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L. Robert R.

Wellsboro, PA

To simplify district boundaries, impartiality, and congruence given existing county and township

government and lines, districts should be set to take on the boundaries of existing counties, then the

boundaries of existing townships and municipalities to balance population representation across the

state. Population sizes of all townships and municipalities should be known first, then math/computer

models can do the rest. Squarish to roundish districts are preferred to elongated ones that give the

appeara nce of gerryma ndering.

2. Steven B., Centre County Chapter of Democratic Socialists of PA

State College, PA

I am the chair of the Electoral Working Group from Centre County DSA. I speak as a resident and voter in

Centre County and the State College area. I have seen firsthand the broad impacts of partisan

gerrymandering especially in terms of representation and reapportionment. Representation because

four house districts represent Centre County with three of the four members being Republican even

though a majority of voters voted Democrat in the last election. Reapportionment because of how it

affects social programs like education. The State College Area School District (SCASD) should not be

represented by four different house members!

Therefore, I urge this body to draw fair, impartial maps and to include their Democratic colleagues in the

map-drawing process.

3. Kathleen O.

Lemont, PA

l've lived in Centre County, in the State College area, for about 50 years. l'm writing to ask you who are

redistricting PA to consider starting with a fresh map, emphasizing proportionality, and to keep Centre

County in one congressional district.

Because Pennsylvania has changed so much in the last ten years, you need to start with a blank map.

Our population has shifted, some counties losing up to 7I% and others increasing up to 2t% of their

population. Erie lost its place as the state's 4th largest city to Reading. With such big changes, you can't

just start with the old map and wiggle the lines around and expect to come up with a fair map. And it's

not just where the population is now in Pennsylvania, it's who is making up our population.

Pennsylvania was almost 80% white in 2010, and now it's73.5%. That's a big shift that some residents,

especially in ruralcounties, may not be aware of. The Hispanic population climbed from2.4%lo8.L%.
ln fact, PA as a whole grew by about 300,000 people and that's very close to the about 300,000 more

people of Hispanic heritage who live in our state now. Also, starting with blank maps indicates to

residents that they, not incumbents, matter the most in this process. Pennsylvanians deserve new, and

fair maps



your redistricting process should emphasize proportionality. I realize drawing legislative district maps is

extremely complex, with more data available than ever before. But the basic rule should be that groups

should get the seats commensurate with their percentage of the vote. The 2010 Congressional map was

a national laughingstock. With slightly more than 50% of votes cast for Democratic candidates,

Republicans "won" L3 of 18 seats. That's what got my attention about this issue; I was then a

sixth grade social studies teacher, who taught "one person, one vote" for decades' I was totally at a loss

to explain that election result to my L1 year old students. What kind of democracy was this? I realize

the courts fixed that egregious map, but please, this time around, aim for a basic fair reckoning of votes

= seats.

I lastly ask that you as much as possible keep counties together. Splitting Centre County's more urban

voters in half and tacking us on to two large rural districts goes against the compact and contiguous

requirements in the State Constitution and looks a lot like gerrymandering. l've spent the last 5 years

standing outside polls collecting signatures against gerrymandering, and almost lOO% of voters are

horrified by that process, asking, "ls that even legal?" Though Centre County's voters are almost evenly

split amongst the two parties, because Democratic voices are diluted into two large rural more

Republican districts, our representatives can basically ignore constituents outside their parties, as they

win elections by huge percentage margins.

you have been tasked with an immense project. And I thank you for doing itl Please start with a blank

slate, emphasize proportionality and follow what your constituents want: fair and representative

districts. As all your social studies teachers have taught you, fair voting is the basis of our representative

democracy. You are charged with delivering that for the citizens of Pennsylvania. Please do your BEST.

4. Brooklyn J., Campus Vote Proiect

Cheltenham, PA

I have lived in the city of State College for close to 2 months. I am also participating in a college student

Redistricting Fellowship with Campus Vote Project, an organization that is empowering college students

to have a voice in their state's redistricting process. Since my move in date on August !6,202t,1 have

been exposed to people from all walks of life with thousands of interests and thousands of stories to

share. Being here, though, has definitely been a culture shock. Going from a predominantly African

American community to one full of people who do not share similar experiences as me was frightening,

yet eye opening. Although we have our differences, we should still be equally and fairly represented by

those with political power. The testimony I shall share with you all is to advocate to keep my community

together, so we can continue to elect candidates of our choice.

The population of my campus community is roughly 42,OOO, which makes it the 1-2th largest city in the

state of Pennsylvania.82.44% of residents are White, IO3I% are Asian, 3.89% are Black/African

American, and 2.3L% are other races/nationalities. The city's inhabitants reside in on-campus

dormitories, that include South, Pollock, North, East, and West, off-campus apartments that can be

found on West College Ave, East Calder Way, a or a little farther away such as on Blue Course Drive and

Toftrees Avenue, and frat house row is home to many Greek life lovers. The boundaries of this area

include Blue Course Drive, Westerly Parkway, Loop Road, and Fox Hollow Road' Many residents are

between the ages of L7 and their early 30s, including part-time and full-time students, as well as young

professionals. Despite the large population and mass diversity, State College has a poverty rate of

44.86%.57.75% of the people below the poverty line are Black/African American.



Many celebrations that occur here in State College are very exciting. Events like FET, THON weekend,

Welcome Week, and more are great ways to bring our campus community together. On campus,

student organizations and clubs offer social events for people to come out and enjoy the company of

others. Many people meet lifelong friends at these social events. Penn State has over 1,000 student

organizations, so it is easy to find a community of people with similar interests, while allowing students

to voice their opinions and unapologetically be themselves. lf Penn State strives to keep its students

together by offering so many outlets to allow their voices to be heard, elected officials should strive just

as much to keep us together. The area of Penn State, in and of itself, is very unproblematic, with a crime

rate of 10 per 1,000 residents, which means your chance of being a victim to crime is f. in 97. Although
penn State is not a picture-perfect community, like any community, I have had a safe time here and

honestly, I am having one of the best times of my life. Being in State College has allowed me to explore

who I am and develop ideas on who I aspire to become in the years ahead. Many students feel the same

way, too.

All of the information shared through my testimony should be a driving factor to keep our campus

community together. The Penn State community brings learning, growth, development, and enjoyment

to thousands and drawing lines to break up this community could lead to negative outcomes. Ethically

and legally, we should be able to remain unified and vote for who we desire, despite the color of our

skin or circumstances we face. Moreover, I want to stress the importance of keeping colleges and

universities, as well as their nearby communities, intact as Communities of lnterest throughout the

redistricting process. College students share similar concerns related to policy issues and, as such,

should be represented by those who will seek to understand and advocate for their needs. I appreciate

you all for taking the time to hear me out and I hope you can keep Penn State and other colleges and

universities together through our state's ongoing redistricting process.

Thank you

5. Bintou F., CamPus Vote Project

Meadville, PA

I am a sophomore at Allegheny College. I am also participating in a college student Redistricting

Fellowship with Campus Vote Project, an organization that is empowering college students to have a

voice in their state's redistricting process. Allegheny is a small private liberal arts college in Meadville,
pennsylvania. The surrounding Allegheny College community begins on Park Avenue and Chestnut

Street and ends on Park Avenue and Griffith Lane. Allegheny College has been embedded into the

community since 1"815. Thankfully, Allegheny College is intact within singular districts at the

Congressional, State Senate, and State House levels, so I am advocating to keep our community together

as a Community of lnterest moving forward. I also believe that all colleges and universities throughout

the Commonwealth should be considered in a similar manner as part of our redistricting process.

The Allegheny College community has developed into a diverse community that consists of 1,700

students. 55% of whom identify as women, and 32% of students who identify as BIPOC, or Black,

lndigenous, and Persons of Color. This diverse and inclusive community creates a welcoming

environment for all prospective students, current students and past students. Students have access to

educational, personal and health related resources to improve the overall quality of life at Allegheny.

This allows students to feel welcomed and creates a safe space. When students have a safe space, it

empowers them to work hard and to give back to their community. Allegheny students are known for



their contributions to the community. For example, a group of students organized a series of videos and

resources to help women in need, specifically access to housing and employment opportunities. This is

one of many reasons why I am asking you to keep my community together as part of our redistricting

process.

Allegheny College is more than just a district, a special place to be. lt is a place where students work

together to make the community a better place. lt is a place where professors always want the best for

students, even if it means sacrificing something they love. lt is my home.

Thank you for listening to my testimony. I pray that you keep my district together, and that you consider

all colleges and universities throughout the Commonwealth as Communities of lnterest moving forward.
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Shane F., National Council of Prison Locals representing the Correctional Professionals of the

Federal Bureau of Prisons
Watsontown, PA

Since the opening of USP Lewisburg in 1932, coupled with the expansion of the Federal Correctional

Complex in Allenwood, the United States Government, and more specifically, the Federal Bureau of

Prisons has established itself as the largest and most consistent employer in Central Pennsylvania. The

facilities mentioned above has established safe and community sustaining neighborhoods which have

consistently been sought out as 'good' and 'safe' areas to raise a family. As the largest employer, we

have established ourselves as good partners to our communities and businesses, continue to immerse

ourselves in our local school districts, and are active civic minded citizens who respect the model

governments we have established and actively participate in. The vast majority of our employees are

considered 'homesteaders' meaning they do and will remain anchors in the community for their entire

lives, even after retirement, just as they have continued to do for nearly 90 years'

We have kept our neighbors safe and would be honored to continue to do so far into the future. We

believe our communities are anchors in the central part of the state and are currently well represented

by the congressional districts as currently outlined.

To redistrict these areas would be counterproductive and disruptive to long established communities in

the Northumberland, Union, and Lycoming County areas.

Sincerely,
Shane F.

National President

Council of Prison Locals

And Life-Long Resident of Central Pennsylvania

Written Testimony Received LO I t2 I 21'

Rev. Carol C.

Mount Jewett, PA

I realise that there is a very limited opportunity for making a 'district' out of the vast rural center of PA,

but it is very clear that the Republican efforts to gerrymander everyone who does not support their

radical agenda out of existence as citizens will extend even to the deep-red areas of our state. lt is

convenient that reliably 'blue' areas like State College can be bundled in with the counties in which I live

and move (thereby canceling out their votes), but it's not how things should be in a democracy' Those

of us who still believe in democracy and resist the Republican drive for permanent minority rule deserve

to have OUR voices heard too. Non-partisan election committees need to be in effect to subvert this

drive at every level. Leaving redistricting to our current disgracefully-unbalanced state legislature is as

anti-democratic a move as you could be making at this crucial time for our nation. The shenanigans

have to stop if America is to survive. I am tired of having to be ashamed of my country, once a light to

the nations, now a sad and shabby testament to greed, ignorance, stupidity, inequality and lies' Fix itl



Written Testimony Received LOI L2l2L

Micaela A.
Boalsburg, PA

Citizens are silenced and our votes are nullified if our districts are gerri-mandered to the point where

our communities are torn into shreds --for the unconstitutional purpose of one party controlling the

results of an election over another different group of citizens...Communities have a civil right to be

heard through our votes and through equal and fair representation.

ls the United States still a Democracy or is it a dictatorship of those who wield unjust power and control

over the electoral process?.

Written Testi mony Received tO I t2 I 2t'

Sharon B.

Mansfield, PA

2-3 years ago, I did some presentations for Fair Districts, PA. We were trying to get our local townships

and boroughs to sign declarations supporting a constitutional amendment to redo our redistricting

process by establishing an independent citizens commission. I learned a lot in the process. lt did not

matter that the townships were predominantly Republican. Everyone was interested in establishing

transparency and fairness to our districts. This is not a partisan issue. We need to abide by the PA

Constitution, and make our districts compact, contiguous, and the process should not be run by

politicians themselves. (Or, if they are involved, which seems probable, the entire process has to be

transparent, with lots of public input.



Office of the Adams County Commissioners
117 Baltimore St., Room 201, Gettysburg, PA 17325-2391

PHONE (717) 337-9820 FAX (7r7) 334-249r

Commissioners: Randy L. Phiel, James E. Martin, Marfy Karsteter Qually
Chief Clerk: Paula V. Neiman County Manager: Steven A. Nevada

Solicitor: Molly R. Mudd

TO: Pennsylvania House State Government Committee

It is an honor and a privilege to be asked to provide testimony to this Committee regarding the issue of
Congressional repreientation in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and specifically on the topic of re-

districting. I appieciate the invitation that 9lst District Representative Dan Moul has extended to me in my

capacity ar aaamr County Chair Commissioner to present my thoughts to the Committee' My apologies to the

Committee and Representative Moul for being unable to present my thoughts in person due to a prior

commitment.

I am a life-long resident of Adams County, Pennsylvania. I retired in 2008 after 3O-years of service as a United

States Law Enforcement Ranger, National Park Service. From 1995 - 2019I was a principal, operations

manager, and incident commander for the Annual Gettysburg Civil War Reenactment, hosting some 500,000

visitois and 100,000 reenactors across that span of time. From 2011 to present, I have chaired the Adams

County Board of Commissioners. From2}I2to present. I have hetd a seat on the CCAP Region 3 Board of
Directors, representing Adam County and 9 other counties to our west.

The re-districting discussion that is before this Committee should, in my mind, balance several key concepts.

The first.on.rpii, one of faimess, equality, and community unity, Any proposed re-districting plan should be

fair and equal and should promote unity in existing communities. The second is non-partisanship' Re-

districtingto create a pafiy stronghold in that district is not a legitimate exercise of power. The third involves

populatio-n growth as iecorded by each subsequent decennial census, that is constrained by the 435-delegate cap

on the size of the House of Representatives.

A fundamental question to be answered by this Committee: Is an independent, non-partisan re-districting

process possible per the design put forward by our Founding Fathers? John Adams and the Framers of the

bonstitution thought legislative bodies should be "an exact Portrait, a Miniature, of the People at large." In

other words, the visionihat the Founding Fathers expressed was one where congressional districts were drawn

to ensure that they would be reflective of the electorate'

Can the Pennsylvania legislature, or any other state legislature, conduct or order a fair, independent, and

impartial pro..r, that dois not end up in the State or U,S Supreme Court? I would hope so, but it is hard to

"nuirion 
in this age of partisan politiis, It is a reality that those judicial bodies, which provide a critical function

in our tripartite government structure, may now also be viewed as political, a perception shared with re-

districting in pennsylvania recently beingheard by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court - then not heard by the U.S

Supreme Court, Dothe members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly have a unified commitment to

eliminating any processes or laws that cater to gerrymandering? Gerrymandering must be eliminated to instill

voter confidence in re-districting initiatives. The way district lines are drawn can uniff a district - or split it



apart. Saying that one supports fair re-districting, and showing it by one's actions, are two wholly different

matters.

In Pennsylvania, it seems that we currently have it backwards. Having legislators draw their own districts is a

conflict of interest. Having legislators pick out who they want as their voters is a conflict and a detriment to our

founder's ideals. Without mandates devoted to fairness, equality, independence and non-partisan vision, we

would be inviting legislators to draw boundaries that maximize their own individual influence within the

legislative body andlo aim re-districting efforts at keeping their seats secure. The current process, practiced by

bolh Republicans and Democrats in Pennsylvania, is redistricting gone wrong. It is a process driven by partisan

politics, mapping technology, big data, and outside money. It is meant to benefit political parties - not people.

Competitive elections at least by design, help keep politicians accountable. However, approximately 50Vo of
Penniylvania House and Senate General Election races go unopposed. Many voters feel understandably

frustrated, so they have disengaged from the election process. We have aheady witnessed that gerrymandering

allows outside money and influJnce to control party agendas, and makes it easier for the members on the fringe

of the party to gain control of, or undue influence over, the party.

Geographically far-flung and fragmented districts also potentially impact the ability of legislators to serve their

constituents. Even well-meaning politicians sometimes can't do their jobs because of the size of their district

and travel time to cover these distances. It is difficult to represent spread-out communities with different needs

and priorities, not to mention effectively maintain offices across wide geographic areas, and do the real work of
governing.

Our l3th Congressional District encompasses all or parts of 10 counties. It had previously been more compact

limited to Adams County, York County, the eastern portion of Cumberland County and most of Harrisburg. The

"new" pA 13th stretchei approximately 160 miles from York County in the east - to Fayette County to the west-

Congressman Joyce does a ph.t o-enat job of representing Adams County given the number of counties and

distance he must cover; butldeally is 10 Counties and 160 miles good governance for the constituents or their

representative?

This problem is about to be aggravated due to Pennsylvania's sluggish population growth in compariso-n to

otheistates, as evidenced by the 2020 decennial census results. Pennsylvania is set to lose one of its 18

congressional seats. That creates a politically fraught task for the Republican-controlled legislature, which is

charged with drawing a new map that is palatable to a Democratic Administration.

Adams County has a population of 105,000 with an economy based largely on tourism and agriculture' The

racial makeupof the population is white with a growing population of Hispanics. Adams County has always

hosted a significant ftispanic migrant population due to its agricultural base. That base has been slowly

becoming Gss migratory necessiiating increased service to that population. Since Adams County has limited

manufacturing and industry, residents commute to York County, Dauphin County, Cumberland County,

Franklin Couity and Frederick County, MD for jobs. The median household income is approximately $67,000

wtth 5voof the population living below the poverly level. These are several important socio-economic factors

that any re-districting body *ur1b* familiar with and give due deliberation to in considering how re-districting

could impact the population of Adams County.

On average, as of a 2018 Pew report, there is I voting congressional member for every 747,000 Americans.

This is thi highest population-to-representative ratio among a peer group of industrialized democracies. Of

course, it is aiso thi highest it's been in U.S. history. Since the number of House seats first reached its current



total of 435 (excluding nonvoting delegates), the representation ratio has more than tripled. It was I
representative for every 209,447 people in 1910, and now is I for every 747,I84. The 1929lavr authorizing the

1 93 0 census capped the size of the House at 435 . Maybe it's time for Congress to re-visit this cap in light of the

2020 decennial census results.

As mentioned above, I have been the CCAP District 3 Board Representative for 9 years. As such, when asked to

provide this testimony, I felt it prudent to inquire as to CCAP's position on re-districting. I have found CCAP to

b" un 
"trguged 

non-partisan sounding board for issues involving counties. Interestingly there was only brief
mention of re-districting. "The Association supports legislation that would provide fuither definition to the

reapportionment process to meet the objective of balanced and cohesive legislative and congressional districts.

(Added 2017, rcidopted 2021) The proposed resolution asserts that the current redistricting system often results

in gerrymandered districts, and proposes that the law's district boundary standards be amended in a way that

would result in districts that are more cohesive and more reflective of a community of interest." The only CCAP

mention is a caution against splitting municipalities among districts if it can at all be helped, as this causes

administrative headaches for counties trying to locate polling places and often confusion among voters. I was

told that CCAP members have largely avoided a philosophical position, instead focusing on the administrative

impacts of implementing the districts once determined.

The solution to fair and transparent re-districting lies with YOU the state legislators. Whether Republican or

Democrat - you have the power to implement re-districting changes that will enhance "the exact Portrait, a

Miniature, of the People at large."

Pennsylvania needs to shed its past image of being a hotbed of partisan gerrymandering. Every decade the

legislature has the opportunity to address the need for re-districting in a fair and impartial and nonpartisan

*anner. When voters go to the polls, they should have trust and confidence in the system. They should not feel

as though their votes don't matter because their district lines have been manipulated by partisanship. The

process should be transparent and deliberations public, as evidenced by this hearing.

Thank you to the Committee and to Representative Moul for allowing me to submit these prepared remarks.

Randy L. Phiel
Adams County Commissioner Chairman


